VI

WHERE A TESTAMENT IS, THERE MUST ALSO OF
NECESSITY BE THE DEATH OF THE TESTATOR

NEXT day, the igth, the Senate met again, to confirm
Caesar's provincial appointments and his nominations
for the chief offices at Rome for the next two years. The
Liberators took their seats, and no one doubted that a stable
settlement had at length been found. Nothing remained
but to wear out the mob's lungs; and the last few decades
had seen so many passing insurrections that no one now
feared the mob's power to keep shouting beyond a point.
The diehards had already decided to move a measure
confiscating Caesar's property; but this was thwarted by
Piso, Calpurnia's father, who suggested that Caesar's will
should be opened and read, and that, since no condemnation
had been passed against Caesar, the Senate could not deny
him the rights of even the humblest citizen.

But a more contentious point was whether Caesar should
have the public funeral usual for an illustrious man. It was
hard for the diehards to oppose, since Caesar, though struck
down for exercising the powers of his dictatorship, could not
be described as having exceeded the powers legally conferred
upon him. The inherent contradictions of the amnesty were
already appearing.

Cassius, however, strongly opposed the public funeral.
In times of disorder nothing must be done to cause unrest;
the question of Caesar's services or disservices to the State did
not arise.

It did not suit Antonius for the diehards to have their
way wholly; and if he lost his grip on the veterans he would
t find himself jostled out of the area of importance. He
delivered a placatory speech, in which he
of the position* Caesar cotild not be
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